46
THE AKKiAL
spring. With blocks of snow and ice, the inei built huge walls around the Iml to ail'ord sum protection from the winter\s storms, making ih camp look very much indeed like a Tori; and s< they named it Fort McKinlcy.
Our men had some lively adventures huntiiu walrus in the bay near Fort MeKinley. As j rule the walrus is a harmless brute. 11 is at ten tions to the human beings who invade his realn are usually confined to swimming about the boa: for half an hour or longer, alternately diving an< coming to the surface again. Whenever his ugl\ head appears above the water, curiosity and good nature are seen bulging from his little round eyes, He acts as if this visitation of human beings, with their boats and oars and things, was a sort of circus got up for his special amusement ; hut wound a cowr or calf, and you may have a different story to tell.
That is what our men did one day. Thev shot a mother walrus that had a calf under her iUppers, and they were trying their best (o secure the two carcasses before they should sink in the hay. Suddenly they were surrounded by live or six big bulls, roaring and snorting in their anger at this murderous attack upon their irihe. One bull walrus, with his weight of from 1200 to 1.100 pounds, which he is able to throw half out of water, and with his huge tusks a foot and a half